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Regest:

David McLean, leitender Mitarbeiter in der Niederlassung London der Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation (HSBC), wendet sich mit diesem Schreiben an Hermann Melchers, Teilhaber der Firmen C.
Melchers & Co. in Bremen und Melchers & Co. in Hongkong, um ihm zu erläutern, warum sein Haus
die von deutschen Ostasienhandelshäusern eingereichten Versicherungspolicen nicht mehr als Sicherheiten
für Kredite zur Vercharterung von Schiffen im Überseeverkehr akzeptieren könne. Nach dem Konkurs des
Handelshauses Wilhelm Pustau & Co. habe man schlechte Erfahrungen mit der Zahlungsbereitschaft der
entsprechenden deutschen und schweizerischen Versicherungsgesellschaften gemacht.

[1. Blatt, Vorderseite]

3 Decbr [187]8

My dear Mr. Melchers

I have received your letter of 30th ulto and as requested I now give you the reason why we decided to refuse
German Policies as Security.

Up to the date of Wm. Pustaus failure we had been in the practise of taking Policies from him and others to
cover shipments outwards & homewards. Some few days after his failure he wrote us stating the offices had
given him notice that unless the premium was paid within 48 hours, the policies would not remain in force and
recommending us for our own Security to pay the premium.

On receipt of Mr Pustaus letter we wrote to the following companies expressing our astonishment & to say that
we held the Policies for value & in the event of loss we would look to them for payment. The only office who
has so far [2. Blatt, Rückseite] acknowledged liability is the last one on the list, viz. “Dusseldoerfer”.1

Fortuna

Oesterreichister Phönix

Aachen Leipziger

Nord Deutsche Verrishermip Gesellschaft

The Magdeburg Allgemeinen

The Basler Transport

Helvetia St Gotha Allgemeinen

1 Die folgende Liste zeigt, dass McLean nicht mit den Firmennamen vertraut war, sie sind fast durchgehend falsch
geschrieben.
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Dusseldoerfer

Some of the offices replied to our letter declining all liability until premiums are paid and some of the others
have not replied at all. Some of the Policies are to bearer and state “premium of Wm. Pustau[“] and others state
“premiums paid by Wm. Pustau”[.] Judging from the above facts I think you will agree with me that we had
good reason for refusing German Policies.

If the Companies want us to take their Policies they should get Section 160 altered so far as regards Policies
in third hands for value.2 I shall continue to refuse German Policies until[3. Blatt, Vorderseite] I communicate
with & receive a reply from our Head Office.

I was very glad to hear of the safe arrival of Mr Adolf André in Hamburg.

Yours very truly.

David McLean

2 Auf welche Bestimmungen sich der Hinweis „Section 160“ bezieht, ist unklar.
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